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when he first began to study it, the author of the Silurian
System was indebted to no one more deeply than to this able
observer and admirable writer. Conybeare and Phillips'
Geology of England and Wales had been, as he said, his
scientific Bible. [From his earliest geological paper onwards,
the influence of that book may be traced in all his geological
writings. These obligations he gratefully acknowledged. At
another anniversary, when death had been busy among the
leaders of science, and especially among the President's own
circle of friends, he had to record the loss of Robert Brown, to
whom he was sincerely attached; Alexander von Hnmboldt,
from whom he had received so many proofs of respect and
esteem, and to whose assistance and stimulation he now
gratefully recounted his obligations; Hallam, one of the
most welcome guests at his gatherings of scientific, literary,
and. artistic friends; the Archduke John of Austria, the
frank, open Styrian prince, with whom he had been so
delighted among the valleys of the eastern Alps.had occasion to pronounce an eloge over
